[The in situ saphenous vein--more possibilities for vascular reconstruction?].
A clinical study of 47 patients with reconstruction of the large saphenous vein by the in situ technique indicates a statistically insignificant difference in the patency for venous grafts from 3 to 4 mm as compared with those above 4 mm. This confirms that the in situ technique extends the possibilities of venous reconstructions. In the author's group it extended the possibility to use a venous graft by 12.8%. The study confirms also the fundamental importance of patency of the pedal arch for long-term patency. Secondary patency of reconstructions in situ and reverse reconstructions in our department is comparable during the five-year period: 82 and 84%.